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UM PROFESSOR PUBLISHES 
NEW PORTRAITS IN  POETRY
The pace o f  Warren C a r r ie r ’ s Toward M ontebello i s  b a s ic  b l i t z k r ie g .  Scenery, 
imagery and p e rs o n a lity  f la s h  past. But throughout th is  s lender volume is  woven a 
ca re fu l web o f  wisdom.
Th is is  the th ird  o r ig in a l  work by Dr. C a rr ie r , Chairman o f  the E nglish  depart­
ment o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana. H is la t e s t  book is  a c o l le c t io n  o f  poems.
Born in  C in c in a tt i,  Ohio, C a rr ie r  stud ied  at Wabash C o llege  and at Miami U n iver­
s ity  in  Oxford, Ohio, where he was graduated w ith  honors. He re c e iv e d  an MA degree 
from Harvard and a Ph D degree in  comparative l i t e r a tu r e  from O cciden ta l C o lle g e .
Toward M ontebello covers an amazing amount o f  t e r r i t o r y ;  from the B ig Sky o f  
a Montana snowstorm to  v a r ia t io n s  on Vermont.
C a rrie r says, in  The M ild  Man, “ I t ’ s tru e  I 'm  m ilder than I  was, l i v e  a l i t t l e  
le s s , dream on. But where I  l i v e ,  the ju n g le , grown more o rd e r ly , s t i l l  v e i l s  a 
t ig e r  and at le a s t  one f in a l  f l i n g . "
Turning outward, C a r r ie r ’ s Hero " . . . w i l l  re tu rn ; he always does, the stranger 
w ith h is  fa ce  the same, h is  jokes not new, to  save the crops or sink the S ta te , Too 
long returned too  many tim es, g rea t wars, g rea t moments, g rea t games, h is  l i e s  have 
lo s t  th e ir  r in g  o f  t ru th ."
Speaking o f  Montana, he says, "L a te r  i t  snows fo r  days. C a tt le  s ta rve  in  the 
f i e ld s .  On the eastern  p la in s  a wh iten ing bone hums. Some s ta r is  sending messages 
we haven’ t  learned  to  rea d ."
C a r r ie r 's  c r e a t iv i t y  seems to  bespeak a man in  the crowd ye t not o f  the crowd.
I  race my r o l e , "  he says, "scream ing from th is  s c r ip t :  Our dreams are tru e , our
l iv e s  are b i t t e r  l i e s . "
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